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strains that gratitude to God with which her
heart overflowed. Then rising from her devo-
tions, she took up the savoury food and hurried
with it to her father's presence, and summoned
her husband and the children to partake of this
joyous meal, without even hinting her thoughts
that it was the gift of Heaven.

" Ali had been sometime seated at the meal,
when he, knowing they had no means of procur-
ing it, looked steadily on Fatima, and inquired
where she had secreted this delicious food; at
the same time recurring to the two days' fast they
had endured. * Rebuke her not, my son/ said
Mahumud, * Fatima is the favoured of Heaven,
as was Myriam (Mary), the mother of Esaee
(Jesus), who living in her uncle Zechareah's (Za-
chariah's) house, was provided by God with the
choicest of fruits. Zechareah was poor, and oft
he hungered for a meal; but when he entered
Myriam's apartment, a fresh supply of rare fruits
was wont to greet his eye. Zechareah asked,
Whence had ye these precious gifts ? Myriam
answered, An angel from God places the fruit
before me; eat, my uncle, and be satisfied/"